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Message from Board President, Joe Crowley

2021 was a year of challenges and opportunities, and Renascence 
came through in good programmatic and financial condition. This 
was made possible by the generous support and encouragement of 
individual donors, along with foundation grants and CARES Act relief 
funds. We are thankful and hope to continue much-needed re-entry 
services for many years to come.

A big part of this health is our Director. On the strength of her per-
formance as Program Manager and the Board’s confidence in her 
leadership going forward, in February Susan Hunt was promoted to 
Executive Director. (Since marriage in October, she is now Susan 
Hunt Sims.) 

Programmatically, important achievements in 2021 include renew-
ing our contract with the Alabama Bureau of Pardons and Paroles 
(ABPP) for a second time. Renascence provides halfway home 
services for men attending their local Day Reporting Center (DRC). 
Also, with the help of a grant from the Central Alabama Community 
Foundation, we hired a social worker on a part-time contract basis. 
Her work with the residents has encouraged them to be indepen-
dent and to have self-worth. She is breaking their thought patterns 
and decision-making processes that previously led to actions that 
were detrimental to their success. She is helping them see a better 
way. Her position is budgeted for 2022.

Financially, Renascence initiated an independent financial audit. It 
was completed in November, and we are pleased to report that we 
received a positive (“clean”) report, indicating our auditor had no neg-
ative findings. 

Further achievements are noted in a following section.

Looking ahead, I see continued improvement in counseling for 
residents, trainings and compensation for our staff, and continued 
growth in collaborations with government, church, and community 
service partners.

After three years as Board President I will in 2022 confidently pass 
the baton to Vincent Hall, our current Board Secretary, who brings 
many new gifts to the role.

We thank God and you for supporting this work.

Joe Crowley 

Vincent Hall



Representative Achievements in 2021

• Keeping Covid 19 protocols in place most 
of the year, we had only one resident and 
one staff member catch coronavirus, 
and each successfully quarantined and 
recovered. All residents and staff were 
tested. Susan arranged vaccinations for all 
residents.  

• We implemented two successive 
increases of hourly pay rate for staff.

• Qualified again for GuideStar’s highest 
seal of transparency: Platinum.  

• Were selected by Leadership Montgomery 
to be one of their community projects for 
the 2021-2022 year. They are helping us 
make the art room more functional and a 
space where the residents can explore 
their creative side.

• With a small grant from the Central 
Alabama Community Foundation, we 
purchased bicycles, which help our 
residents with their transportation needs, 
thus their independence. The Montgomery 
Bicycle Club has offered classes on 
bicycle maintenance and safety.

• Received a donation of several new laptop 
computers the residents are using for 
building resumes and job searches.

• Partnered with the Montgomery Museum 
of Fine Arts. Their docents provided virtual 
courses for our residents to learn about art 
in general and works of art at the museum. 

• Offered other classes to our residents: 
financial management (various topics; 
monthly by ASE Credit Union staff), 
nutrition, cooking and more.

• Installed security cameras inside and 
outside the house.

• Held staff trainings, including leadership 
training and Red Cross emergency 
response training. More trainings are 
planned for early 2022, in de-escalation 
and resolution of conflict for staff and in 
Diversity-Equity-Inclusion for the Board. 



Mission
The mission of Renascence is to restore men released on probation or parole by assisting them to successfully 
reintegrate into our community. 

Program
In Montgomery since 2006, Renascence has provided over 400 men from all over the state with stable, 
drug-free, housing and a structured program that requires them to set goals, take action, and be accountable. 
Renascence is one of very few 24/7-supervised, non-governmental residential re-entry programs in Alabama 
exclusively for men on probation or parole. In our large, two-story house, we can provide individual rooms to 
14 men. Three full-time staff and four part-time. We help our residents obtain identifications, food stamps, 
disability or social security, medical and dental services, and mental health counseling, as needed.

There is a great need for programs like Renascence.

Over 8,500 men are released in a normal year from the Alabama Department of Corrections. 

• Many do not have family or friends to support them in their re-entry. 
• Most have no job, few job skills, and no high school diploma. 
• Over 85% have a history of chemical dependency; 30% have physical or mental disabilities.

How can they rebuild their lives and not fall back into bad habits, unless they have a place to stay that is stable, 
affordable, drug and alcohol free, and conducive to living responsibly? 

Benefits and responsibilities for Renascence residents

Benefits

• Safe housing, clothing, food, transportation, supervision, recovery support groups, life skills training, 
and access to a variety of services according to their specific needs. 

• Communal living and accountability.
• Effectiveness. Most graduates have remained out of prison.

Responsibilities

• Attend full time the nearby Day Reporting Center (DRC) of the Alabama Board of Pardons 
and Paroles (ABPP) or find full-time employment or a combination of work and education and 
volunteer service. 

• Pay on child-support and victim’s compensation obligations as well as (for non-DRC residents) 
contribute 25% of employment or pension income to Renascence. 

• Abide by all house rules and share in household chores.
• Attend all house meetings and certain evening meals. There is a nightly curfew for all. 

Renascence benefits many people beyond the residents: 

• The families of residents, by helping them reconnect in healthy, responsible ways; 
• Employers, by providing them with workers who are sober, rested, fed, and supported; 
• The Montgomery community, by providing a stable home and individual support for men who might 

otherwise be casting about; 
• Alabama taxpayers, by saving them $23,360 per year (2019, ADOC) for each man who would 

otherwise be in prison. 

When we help these men, we help the larger society. Second chances are good business.



Renascence Residents 2021
There were 37 men who resided at Renascence some time in 2021, which was up from 29 in 2020. 2021 was 
somewhat more typical in the number of men released on parole by the Alabama Department of Corrections, 
whereas 2020 was unusual because of factors related to COVID-19. 

Some residents come with some needed documents or registrations. Many others do not. Some job prepara-
tion and mental health services are provided by the DRC for our mutual clients. 

Renascence also provided additional services, such as financial literacy, nutrition education, and meal prepara-
tion demonstrations. We also hired a social worker in May, a much-needed addition to our staff and resources.

37 individual men resided at Renascence in 2021. Of those, 
33 had a history of substance abuse (drugs or alcohol) 89%
5 had a mental illness diagnosis 15%
6 had a disability: physical (5) or learning (1) 16%
34 attended Pardons & Paroles DRC 92%
12 completed DRC Phase I  32%
6 completed DRC Phases I and II  16%
19 were assisted to get state ID; 33 to get Sheriff’s ID 51%; 89%
17 were assisted to medical, dental, pharmacy services 46%
33 were assisted with SNAP benefits 89%
12 accessed banking services (opened an account, etc.) 32%
11 were employed full-time (not allowed in DRC Phase I) 30%
15 were employed only part-time 41%

TRACKING OUR RESULTS 

We are often asked about our recidivism rate. From data we have collected on our residents and from informa-
tion on the Alabama Department of Corrections (ADOC) website, we are able to determine if any of our former 
residents have returned to a state prison. From January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2021, Renascence had 83 
residents to participate and benefit from our services. Thirteen (16%) of those were still residents at the end of 
2021; three (3%) are deceased; twenty-three (28%) were re-incarcerated in an Alabama prison or jail at some 
point after leaving Renascence; and 44 (53%) remained outside the Alabama State prison system. Our rate 
of return to prison (28%) is below that reported by the ADOC for 2019 (34%). How much these results were 
affected by Covid 19 conditions is hard to tell.



Volunteer Involvement
In 2021 volunteers gave rides to the following services: # times

To his parole officer (not at DRC) 2

Registration with Sheriff’s Dept. 19

Birth certificate 7

State picture ID (driver’s/nondriver’s) 12

Hope Inspired Ministries (employment program) 1

Medical services: MOM, clinic, doctor, dentist 75+

Pharmacy 20

Store 10

Bank (not counting money management classes 14
offered at the house by ASE Credit Union)

Court hearing or appointment 2



Dwain Daniel came to Renascence in August 2020 through the Day Reporting Center (DRC) of the Alabama 
Bureau of Pardons and Paroles. He successfully completed the DRC program and the Renascence program 
in just under 10 months.

Reflecting on his time at Renascence, he is grateful for all that Renascence did for him. He got a job a 
few days after he first arrived, and he was able to stay with that job for 14 months. He says that while 
he resided at the house, he continued learning discipline, respect, and structure. He couldn’t think 
of a better transitional home. 

Dwain recommends Renascence to men who want to change their life. He says the key, however, is that the 
residents have to want to change. “Renascence gives its residents the tools to make a better life; it is up to the 
residents to utilize those tools.” 

Dwain made the most of his tools and time. He is already back to driving a trailer truck, something he had 
been doing since 1991 except while he was in prison and at Renascence. Driving a truck has always been 
what he loved, and he is happy to be doing that again. He makes deliveries throughout the Southeast and 
even to Illinois and Indiana. He also enjoys time with his wife and family in the Mobile area.

Dwain Daniel Drives Into The Future



Leadership
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 12/28/2021

Joseph Crowley, President   Associate Professor of English, AUM - retired

Ja’Taune Bosby, Vice-President   Executive Director, ACLU Alabama

Lloyd Strickland, Treasurer   CPA, CISA; former Board Treasurer, the Chemical Addictions Program 

Vincent Hall, Secretary   Community Engagement Liaison; Court Specialist for Attorneys; 
Founder, The Living Initiative

Carlton Avery   Paralegal, self-employed

Ryan Beesley   Real Estate Agent, RE/MAX Tri-Star

James Bozeman   Former Principal, Robert E. Lee HS, Montgomery 

Kiesha Favor   Patient Services Navigator, Health Services Inc.; former Sergeant, US Army

Artegus Felder   Postal Carrier, USPS; Congressional District Liaison for NALC

Carl Fisher   Chaplain (Brig. Gen.), U.S. Army Res. - retired; Chaplain, Federal Bureau of Prisons – retired

Willie Miles III   Vehicle Technician, USPS; Ordained Pastor at Fresh Anointing House of Worship, 
over men’s ministry and prison ministry.

Twyanna Penick   Senior Research Analyst at the Southern Poverty Law Center; 
Acting Officer assisting the Midlevel Donor Program (SPLC)

John Pickens   Attorney; Executive Director, Alabama Appleseed - retired

Nelson Smith   Col. US Army - retired; Educator, Church Administrator - retired 

EMERITA

Laura J. Murdock   Drug Program Specialist, ADOC - retired

Douglass Porter   Director, Episcopal Resource Center - retired

Executive Director, Susan Hunt Sims

The more of our residents I meet and get to know, the more amazed 
I am at their courage and resilience. All of them have experienced 
some form of trauma. For many of them, it happened before they 
went to prison. If they hadn’t experienced trauma before, they cer-
tainly experienced it once they were in prison. Learning to over-
come those experiences and finding better, more positive ways 
to cope with them is a challenge that most people wouldn’t want 
to face. Yet our residents have to do that every day. We are here 
to offer them the tools, resources, encouragement, and hope that 
they can make it and that life can be better. Our best resource for 
this was added in May 2021: our social worker, Jeronda Bouie. She 
has been invaluable for our men. She works with them in group 
settings and one-on-one. Our residents have shared how much 
they have appreciated her help and counsel. We are grateful for 
her work!



Resources & Financial Management 

Thanks to the generous support of donors and foundations and the timely help of a PPP loan from the Small 
Business Administration, Renascence survived the second year of Covid 19 in good health.  Though payroll 
and health insurance, insurance coverages, and utilities for a large, old house all remained high, we were 
able to bring on an Executive Director at an appropriate salary and give the staff two small, overdue raises in 
hourly pay rate.

(Numbers are rounded to the nearest ten.)

LOOKING AHEAD

In 2022 there will be no more Covid relief funds.  Renascence will diligently pursue grant opportunities and 
our fundraisers.  The organization will be prayerfully and faithfully optimistic that our donors will step up and 
provide additional assistance to further our mission.

INCOME 2021
Contributions: Individual/business  84,910
Contributions: Foundations, Churches 88,978
Fundraisers (Fall Appeal) 35,828
Covid 19 Relief grants 36,094
Resident Support 7,993
Pardons & Paroles 36,908
Miscellaneous 2,675
Charity Bingo 17,900
TOTAL $311,286 

EXPENSES 2021
Insurance 16,839
Resident House/Program 32,433
Payroll, Taxes, Health Insur. 200,571
Fundraising expenses 3,616
Utilities 15.901
Off. Phone, Internet; website; netw. secur. 8,008
Audit 8,000
Other office/business    11,023
TOTAL $296,391 

36,094

Covid Relief Grants



INDIVIDUALS
Joe and Kathy Albree
Deanie C Allen
Richard and Beverley Amberg
James Arban 
Joseph M. Arban
James and Nicole Armstrong
Louise Arnold 
Porter and Annie Babers
Lynda M. Bannister
Tommie and Josephine Barker
Bill and Debbie Barranco
David and Jeannie Barranco
Patricia Y. Barsom
Jacqueline S. Beazley
Sara Beck 
Ryan P. Beesley
John and Beverly Bennett
Adrian B. Boone
Ja'Taune Bosby
Julius O. Boyd
James Bozeman
Ilouise Bradford
Stephen M. Brickley
Lawson and Sherrill Bryan
Susie Canafax
Billy and Leura Canary
Harris and Camille Cornett
Kitty B. Chamberlain
Harwell and Kathryne Coale
Catherine W. Cope
Alice F. Crowley
Joseph and Patricia Crowley
Mark Crowley
Paul and Patricia Crowley
Peter and Michelle Crowley
Rita M. Crowley
Thomas Crowley
Timothy D. and Lara M. Crowley
Morris S. Dees
Michael and Kathryn Dickey
Mark and Janet Driscoll
Dana N Dunklin
James and Judy Endicott
Shirley Fifield
Carl Finkbeiner
Ernest N. and Camille Finley
Carl Fisher
Richard and Cathy Gassenheimer
Andy and Anne Hails
Vincent Hall

Jeanette Hancock
Dede Harbin
Barrie H. Harmon
Rick and Joanne Harris
Scott and Angelyn Hayes
Fairlie Lane Haynes
Catherine Hegji
Jan and Carol Heier
Mark Hickman
Valarie Hinesley
Richard Hodges
Timothy Hora
James D. and Gina Izer
George Jacobs
Jimmy and Lucy Jehle
Cyrus and Mary Faith Johnston
Stanley P. Jones
Haynes and Melanie F. Kelley
Carol B. Kendrick
Martha L. Kyker
James and Nina Kynard
Catherine Lamar
Peter and Elizabeth Land
Clifton Lovejoy
James Lowder
Stanley and Sandy Marks
William K. and Molly D. Martin
Cynthia McCollister
Garry and Makiko McCoy
Clara McElroy
Mickey and Sue McInnish
Monte and Janice McKinney
Charles T. and Catherine 
McLemore
Willie Miles
Jeff and Sherrin Mira
Bill and Joan Mitchell
Ernie J. and Valda Montgomery
Brad Moody
Twyanna Penick
Mary Catherine Phillips
John and Donna Pickens
C. McGavock and Douglass 
Porter
John M. Porter
T. Chilton Porter
Michael and Enid Probst
Nancy Pugh
Teresa E. Rains
Beverly Rankin
Gregory Roberts
Frank and Nan Rosa

John and Carol Rylee
Patsy A. Saint
Harley and Marie T. Samford
Joel Sanders
Phillip H. Saunders
William and Lee Sellers
Lillian Serviss
Peter and Sara Shashy
Susan Hunt Sims
W. Robbins Sims
Russell Sinco
John K and Brenda F Smith
Nelson F. and Paula Smith
Eric J. and Jill Sterling
Stephen and Shuster Stetson
Lloyd Strickland
Greg and Patricia Thornton
Tommy and Penfield Thompson
J. Mills and Brenda Thornton
Marybelle P. Trimble
James and Sara Ann Turner
Thomas Vocino
George and Mildred Wakefield
Anne Waldo
Donald and Ernestine Weaver
Penelope and Kendal Weaver

Helen Crump Wells
Barbara Wiedemann
George and Madeline Wilder
Brett and Leslie Wilkinson
Billy and Patricia Williamson
Renate Wood

CHURCHES
A New Beginning Ministry

Church of the Ascension 
Outreach

Church of the Holy Comforter

Church Women United

Episcopal Ascension Church

FUMC, Seekers Sunday School 
Class

First United Methodist Church

Holy Spirit Catholic Church

Immanuel Presbyterian Church

St. Bede's Catholic Church

St. John's Episcopal Church

Thank You to Our Donors:  January 1 to December 31, 2021 



GRANTS AND 
FOUNDATIONS
Ronnie and Nan Hobbs Barganier

Dr. and Mrs. Ishwarial Bhuta

The Blackbaud Giving Foundation

Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Foundation

Gordy Mead Britton Foundation

Central Alabama Community 
Fund: Anonymous 3 Fund

The Dorothy D. Cameron 
Charitable Fund

Chicago Community Foundation

Community Foundation of 
St. Joseph County

Crowley-Fortmann 
Charitable Fund

Crum Charitable Foundation

The Daniel Foundation of 
Alabama

Central Alabama Community 
Fund: Tranum and Martha 
Fitzpatrick

The Hobbs Foundation 

ONINGROUP

Protective Life Foundation

Bruce S. and Emilie Reid Fund

River Region United Way

Save Plus Energy Conservation 
Technologie

Kreg and Angela Sherbine Fund

The Polly Williamson Charitable 
Fund

GIFTS IN HONOR
James R. Bozeman, 
by Alice K. PerkIns

Tim Cearley, by Jay L. Wolf Jr.

Joe and/or Patricia Crowley, by: 
Charles and Linda Anderson
Tom and Maureen Cahir
Rodney and Anne Ceasar
Dorothy DiOrio
David and Helen Hayden
Cyrus and Mary Faith Johnston
Elizabeth Kenedy
Timothy J. and Carmella Martell
Noelle Potter

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Endicott, 
by Martha L. Kyker

Mac Hall, by Jeri Tippit

Bart and Jane Henson, by Robert 
C. and Marilyn Douglass

Mark Hickman for paIntIng 
the Art Room, by Nelson F. 
and Paula Smith

Truman Hobbs, Jr. and Family, 
by the Hobbs Foundation

Sandra Langston, 
by Simon N. Bovinett

Dot Moore, 
by Penelope and Kendal Weaver

Will Nelson, by Shirley A. Jordan

Douglass and/or Mac Porter, by:
Joe and Kathy Albree
Elliotte and Elizabeth Harold
Harris and Camille Cornett
Paul and Cynthia Bisbee
Robert C. and Marilyn Douglass
Virginia C. Hillhouse
Stanley P. Jones
Martha L. Kyker

James and Patricia Shaneyfelt, 
by John and Helen Sumners

Susan Hunt Sims by:
James and Sara Ann Turner
Sara Beck
Robbins Sims

The marriage of Robbins Sims 
and  Susan Hunt, by:

Sandra Jordan
Donald and Ernestine Weaver
Pat Luna and Margaret Fleming
Brad Moody
James and Sara Ann Turner
Earl and Joy White
Jeff and Sherrin Mira
Patricia A. Etzkin
Ruth Penton

Present and Future residents 
of Renascence, by James and 
Florence Williams

Dereck Wise, 
by Billy and Patricia Williamson

Dereck Wise, Deborah Shehane, 
Terron Mickey, Calvin Moore, 
Laura Murdock, by Joseph and 
Patricia Crowley

GIFTS IN MEMORY
Dan Bailey, 
by Allen and Mary Dennis

Terry Chilton, 
by Thomas and Margaret Horton

Edward P. Clark, 
by Maureen C. Trussell

George Clements, 
by Tom and Kitty Coleman

Eleanor Molette Cobb, 
by John C. and Gena Parker

Mr. James Leonard Cox, 
by Marguerite M. Wood

Nancy A. Elberfel, 
by William J. Elberfeld

Paul E. Flagg, by Mary Lee Flagg

Deacon Charlie Gulley, 
by Joan Gulley

Ozie Harold, 
by Juan and Venita Colon

Rachel Dickerson Maschi, 
by Suzanne J. Dickerson

Jack and Irma McCoy, 
by Garry and Makiko McCoy

Our Parents, 
by Garry and Makiko McCoy

Larry McGinn, 
by Pat and Casie McGinn

Thomas McPherson, Jr., 
by Vanzetta McPherson

Pam Moulton Bozeman, by: 
Clinton and Cheryl Carter
Alice K. PerkIns
Col James and Betty Moulton

David Walker, by Bonnie Walker

Micah Walker, 
by Jeff and SherrIn Mira

Luke White, 
by Homer and Judy Brown

Gail R. Williams, MD, 
by Hannah A. Williams

Thank You to Our Donors continued…



FATHER'S DAY – 
IN MEMORY
Jerome J Crowley, Sr, 
by Anne Crowley

William H. Young, 
by Reginald and Anne Hamner

Pat and Patty Crowley, 
by Gary and Mary Ann Kono

Deacon Charlie Gulley, 
by Joan Gulley

Walter Vail, by Beth Chancey

James C. Hodgam, 
by Stephen M. Brickley

Ken Knott, Father of Eileen and 
Emily, by Martha (Cookie) Knott

FATHER'S DAY – 
IN HONOR
Joseph Crowley, 
by Rita M. Crowley

Mac Porter, by Martha L. Kyker

Brandon Hartman, 
by Stacia P. Bailey

Brandon and Isaiah, 
by Garry and Makiko McCoy

FATHER'S DAY 
DONATIONS
Patricia Y. Barsom

Carlotta Beck

Adrian B. Boone

Wynne Crawford

Alice F. Crowley

Eric and Katherine Crum

Dennis Endicott

Jack P. Evans

Carolyn Frazer

Ann and N. Steven Linder

Sue Loftis

Judith R. May

Kay and James Miller

Patsy A. Saint

Robert and Cindy Seibels

Katie Ufford

Penelope and Kendal Weaver

DONATIONS IN KIND
Jane Barganier

Roseanne Beasley

Dr. and Mrs. Ishwarial Bhuta

Blue Ridge Baptist Church

Caddell Construction

Amber Cameron

FUMC Seekers Sunday School 
Class

Reginald and Anne Hamner

Clara McElroy

Billy and Natalie McLemore

Teresa E. Rains

Palmer Smith

Joseph Cabott Stough

Charles and Claudene Thomas

Lynn Tolerson

Jennifer Zachery

FACEBOOK 
FUNDRAISERS
Carlton Avery's Birthday 
Fundraiser 

Trisha Osuch’s Birthday 
Fundraiser

Thank You to Our Donors continued…


